son serious crimes (as in
murder, shootings

and robberies) have nose-
dived in Boston this year? Try
old-fashioned foot

patrols.”

This was the lead-in for a
hard-hitting news report on
Saturday’s CBS newscast on
July 7, 2007.

“When I heard the first
line,” says Carson W. “Bill”
Beck, chairman of the Madi-
son-Rivergate Area Chamber
of Commerce, “I thought,
“This is exactly what I want
for our community,
exactly the way we
need to accomplish reduced
crime!”

The focus of the report by
CBS news correspondent
Randall Pinkston was on the
new “Safe Street” teams in
Boston. Officer Joe
Singletary, who volunteered
to be a member of the team,
told Pinkstone that “Officers:
on foot have an effect on

drug-dealing....You don’t see
alot of people hanging
around.” ,

The idea for the increased
foot patrol came from
Boston’s new police commis-
sioner, Edward Davis, who -
admits that, at first, it was
tough getting residents to
accept the “Safe Street”
teams. Bostonians initially
“thought it was just for
show.”

But now, the residents see
cops every day, so they have
started to get a sense of trust.
The increased police pres-
ence is a confidence builder,
says Boston Café’ owner Saki
Freeman.

new crime reduction strategy
in March, putting foot patrols
on the streets of three of
Boston’s high-crime neigh-
borhoods. “In just three
months,” recalls Beck, citing
statistics from the report, “the
numbers show that foot
patrols are already making a
big difference. For the first six
months of the year, homi-
cides are down 14%, rob-
beries are down 12%, and
shootings report a 31%
decrease. Until this year,
murders had been on the rise
for the past decade.”

“As for Madison and our
immediate needs,” said Beck,
“we believe that a foot officer

ing the beat allows officers to
get to know the residents of
the community, and the resi-
dents of the community get
to know them.”

Beck says: “While we
acknowledge that the North
Precinct is very committed to
keeping our community safe;
because of the increased
crime in Madison over even
the past year, we absolutely
know that we need increased
police presence. And that
means not only a precinct
built here in our community,
but also foot patrols that can
make a difference in Madi-
son, just as they have in
Boston.”

Join us Thursday nights in June and July at 6:30pm for storytelling,
puppeteers and local musicians bringing each storybook setting to life!
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'Crime Awareness
meeting set
for July 26

The Madison-Rivergate Area
Chamber of Commerce invites
the public to a crime awareness
meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday, July
26, at the Madison Station
Senior Center, 301 Madison St.

Sgt. Ricky Williams of the North
Precinct will be on hand for an
open discussion about Neighbor-
hood Crime Awareness. The
public is invited. For more infor-

" mation, please call the chamber
office at 865-5400.

cheekwood.org




