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Invasions: Merchants want a precinct
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Patel wants to see more offi-
cers on patrol around his busi-
ness.

“We work hard, morning to
close, and somebody just
comes and gets money like
that?

“Put yourselves to work,” he
said, directing his comments to
the criminals.

Patel is not alone.

Bullet-resistant glass is being
installed at nearly all the sur-
rounding convenience mar-
kets.

Some Madison merchants
have been asking Metro for
years to build a police precinct
in the area.

“Bricks and mortar do not
protect people,” said Carson
Beck, president of the Madi-
son-Rivergate Area Chamber
of Commerce.

~ “But to have a safe haven,

where you know where you
can see something being done
to protect you, it resonates
throughout the community.

“There is no doubt that a
precinct would help us reverse
the tide of criminal activity in
the Madison community.”

Police stretch resources

Police say they are allocating
as many resources as they can
to Madison and are even
pulling additional resources
from other police divisions for
help.

Adding a precinct won’t nec-
essarily lower crime, Phillips
said, adding that residents and
business owners are failing
their community. !

“I think a lot of it is they
don’t help each other,” Phillips
said.

“They don’t know who their
neighbors are, and they do not

“There is no doubt
that a precinct would
help us reverse the tide
of criminal activity in
the Madison
community.”

— Carson Beck,
Madison-Rivergate Area
Chamber of Commerce

help each other.”

Phillips said he partly blames
Madison-area landlords for not
conducting background checks
on new residents.

“If they continue to do their
criminal activities in their new
Madison residence, guess
what? We're going to have
crime,” Phillips said.

The police need to do more,
said Sherry Elkins, who lives
with her husband a couple of
blocks from one of the homes
that were invaded. £

She doesn’t allow her four
grandchildren, ages 2-7, to
play outside when she isn’t
around.

“Every now and then you
will see (the police) up here,”
Elkins said. !

“But not enough.”

Four teens and a 20-year-old
female were charged Thursday
with stealing 26 guns from
Toliver’s Jewelry & Loan on
Gallatin Pike in Madison.

The owner survived the rob-
bery, but was grazed by a bullet
during the attack.

Undercover officers work-
ing in the area made the arrests
after spotting the suspects’ car
shortly after the robbery.

Contact Christian Bottorff at 726-8904 or
cbottorff@tennessean.com.






